
Benefit cheat loses jail appeal
A BENEFIT fraudsier wbo wasjailpd fo. clarmrncf20.o0o of ben
elilb has had }er alleat agaxrsr
ner senrence dismissed

Maiia tsegum, aged 85, wassen.
renced to2ove€ks imprisonment
earli'r this m.nrh after rhenlead
a.l suilh t4 benefit fraud, a;d ad.
nnttod falsely claimins incone
support worth !19,600 ad couDcil
tax reliefsorlh almost !2.E(]O.

Thp hother.otfour, of Bdn Ost
crose. East Hunsbury, claimed
lovenment assistance over a
two-year period, white maintain

ine she was a shgle moiher who
had been abandoned by her h!s-

At a hearins earticr this month,
ner soli.itor jlleged she h.Ld been
for, (,d to.lr im thp bFnr6ts i! care
rcr hdr youns chudren afier her
husband left the maritat bone

John Weaver, defendins. saiil
Besum had sufiored Letreious
a nd_ cultura I diilcuiries dnd h..
nusmnd. whu shF metrhroutsh an
ananged marrjaee hrd given no

to shFthef or not
be wodd retun home when he

frst left in 2005. He add..l: She
bas never beon in tfoubte beforc.
but clearly she is in a substarirj
amount of troubte now.',

He alpeal.d for nagisbates
to considcr ihe fact that Besum
cded lor for childrcn betwlcn
theagesoftwoand 14.

However, th,. pros(utron bv
the Department ror Work ani
Pensions (DWp), said th€ .ase
was aseravated by the fact thc de-
ception had begun in late 2.l0F and
only ended in Ocrober 20o?.

The couft atso heard BeCnm s

husband, whom she ctained hail
moved back to Bangladesh, was
actually working as a Ha.knev
.arriase driver in Norlhamnton
and had been spotted parking his
c?. outside her home on more

Siiting {rth two rogi5trate! at
Nofthampton Crnwn Coui ves.
terday,.ludse lln a.lexander eCroLd.H, rrrh it had been a iope

lle adde.l: ,,Ifantthing, it was a
generous sentence from the mag,
istrates'.onrr "


